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HE outpost In the sky is a fea-

ture of modern warfare, It

sounds strange to speak of plok-

eling the heavens and patrolling
the empyrean, but such is the way in
which the British are watching Boer
operations in South Afrien at the prea-
ent time.

Balloons, it is true, are not altogether
new in warfare. They were used about
Parls during the Franco-Prussian war,
and in fact had been put to n test dur-
ing our own eivil war, A balloon algo
figured In the capture of Santlago, but
08 o general thing It must ba confessed
that the kite and balloon corps was nev-
er looked upon ns a very valuable ad-
Junet to an army.

It was not until the invention of wire-
less telegraphy that military balloon-
fng became a valuable auxilinry to the
advance guard of an army. This won-
derful discovery brought about the pos-
sibility for a new system of reconnolter-
ing, and England has shown herself
to be up to date by having no less than
20 war balloona al the Cape. Ten of
these are (n Natal and ten distributed
at other polnts. These balloons are
made of gold beaters' skin and have
proved quite Impermenble, having kept
up slx months at Aldershot without los-
ing their lifting power.

The British have already put thelr
balloons to actual use in observing Lhe
operations of the BDoers and have found
them partleularly valuable, owling to
the rough and broken nature of the
country in which most of the fighting
has heen taking place. The most suc-
cessful of these balloons In actual ap-
eratlon were the amaller class, with n
eapuclly of 11,000 cubic feet of gas and
eule to soar up Into the clouds with

'HE OUTPO

o men and wll the necessary equip-

by the special balloon section of the
royal engineers, I'or months before war
broke out at the lower end of the dark
continent the English military officlals
had been buslly experimenting with the
balloon as a war instrument at Alder-
shot. Here they maode many exhaust-
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Such work as plcketing the sky nnat-

urally calls for men of the utmost dar- |

Ing and courage. Such a pleket prac-
tically takes his life Into his own

ment. Among the apparatus in the car
is, of ecourse, a Murconl Instrument, hy
means of which messages are sent back
to headquarters, the reeciver belng a
small eaptive balloon which can be tow-
ed about at will by one man,.

Where the larger cluss of balloon has
been used, a smaller one has usunlly
been made to act ns o tender, though-
18 n general rule it has been found that
the smaller balloon hns been the most
satisfactory In cvery way, being more
easily handled when infinted, loss trou-
bLle to transport and {ill with Eas and
more easily recovered when once sgent
up.

The operatlon of these new nerlal war
engines In South Africa is looked after

fve tests of the Marcon! system and its
adaptabllity to actual warfure. These
experiments were eminently successful,
and the result was that a special bal-

loon brigade was organized among the !

roval gervice in South

Africa.

englneers for

|instant death or falling nto the hands

the enemy, where a ehance shol or the

slightest mismanagement of the ap-
paratus by his own hand means either
of the foe. It requires the coolest nerve

or 5,000 feet and with powerful fleld-

to =it polsed up above the earth 4,000 |

made
hands when he once steps into his little | back lo the fir
car and is hurled up among the clouds | done
to hang dangerously over thie camp urimud

ST IN THE SKY.

glasses look enlmily down into the ene
emy’s camp or along thelr lines, ob-
serve cvery movement that is belng

awd telegraph ‘the Informatlon
ing line. YWhen this 1a
. and his obzervations have all been
¢ the trouble of the balloon ploket

“|none too large.

The Guardian of the Wounded.

In the modern army the medlcal de-
partment Is one of the most Important.
Oflicers go on the principle that, ‘while
hoplng for the best, one must be pre-
pared for the worst, so for this reason
the army department of thes; English
forces in Soulh Africa has been arrang-

ed for on & plan never before known.
The medical and nursing staft Is a tre-
mendous one, ‘though, In view of the
fact that o great number of wounded
hnve to be taken care of, It hns provad
The head of this stanf
Is Surgeon General T. D. Wilsou, whose
many yeunrs' experience as o war doe-
tor has well fitted him for such n re-
sponsible post. Fortunately, the cli-
mate at the sent of war is of the best,
so that the wounded have a chance of
recovery without those complieatlons
of fever and cholern that are =o often
more disastrous than the shot and shell
of the enemy.

An Indiann man planted 20 acres of
former marsh land in eabbnge, and at
present morket rates he will recelve

$3,000 for his crop.
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The power behind the throne In South African
Hofmeyr, tha chiet of tim famous Dutch Afrikand r/ b
friend of Presldent Kruger of the Transvanl, Hofmeyr sn
years in the Cape house of assembly and in 1851 became a’
ecutlve councll, showing a prevailing fendency to 'becofme:
the antagonistic Duleh nnd English Interosts, though 1r
had taken active part with the former in thelr deeds ol ”
EHe Is now, however, n protagonist of Dutoh supréemancy’;
crown. On necount of his great shrawdness and power ha'ls
“boss’ of Cape Colony polities, and he It was who mide the'las
the part of the Afrikanders for n solution of the present dk!ﬂ'.‘;}n
resorting to the hovrors of war. £ ) {
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. Officers Who Are After Sfave Traders,

The largest: straw
shown in the accompa
This hat, of courge;
tureil for wear, th

Just beging, for It 15 o hen attempting to
rejoin his % Lhat he has the great-
est difliculties (o overcome. Unless well
anchored and held back the wind
Is likely to drive him over the enemy's
lines and leave him stranded a dozen or
more miles away with a few thousand
foes between him and his comrades.
So the life of the outpost in the gky Is
never an ensy one. When some special
gun is contrived rfor the destruction of
hia rragile alrship, the dangers of this
fighter who is neither landsman nor

| geaman will e even Breater.

Home For Which the Boers A

re Fighting.

22

Nowndays when nothing but war pletures are being printed in connection
with South Alrica the accompanying illustration, from a photograph of a
typical Duteh farmstead in the country where the British and the Boers are

now cannouuding onr-_:n:ni'm-r. will be of especial interest.
o homely littie Boer farmstead stands, in o WAy,

This quiet jfeene of
for that quictness antl peace-

fulness of life for which the Doer is foday fighting so bravely while vainiy
Btruggling to ward back that restless spirit of advance and progress which ths
energetic .uitlonder brought with him when he first invaded the Transyaal, |
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A Curious Hitten,

Here Is o kitten which {s the proud
posseesor or 24 toes. This unique little

feline is the
properiy of Miss
Rawlgten, the
Ameriean ne-
tress, and, be-
gldes being an
anntomical cu-

rlosity, has nlso
o cluim on dis-
tinetion because
of jta great
cleverncss nt
Ptrick playing.
This little kit-
ten alwnys accompanies s affectionnte
migiress on her many theatrieal tours,
and, while traveling, comfortably re-
poses in a well padded basket especial-
ly made for the purpose.

WITHOUT MALE DESCENDANTS,

The Pall Mall Gazelle recently print-
ed o partial lst of the great men of
England of whom there are no living
male descendants. Among them ava
Chaucer, Shakespeare, Spenser, Milton,
Butler, Dryden, Yope, Swift, Addison,
Cowper, Geldsmith, Dr. Johnson, Scott,

ter Raleigh, Sir Francls Drake, Nelson,
Sir Robert Walpole, Tord Bolinghrokea,
Lord Chatham, Charles Japes  itox,
Edmund Burke, Bacon, Newlon, Lacks,
Sir Humphry Davy, Hume, Gibson and
Macaulay. Several of these were naver

married.

T a el RO Y

Byron, Shalley, Phillp Sydney, Sir Wal- |,

to find out, though tho New Z

command of Caplaln
Sikhs,

Pearee,
two Maxims and

two 7

and Mataka, all notorious slave traders.

Here are the English and Tortuguese officera who are at
together in an effort to weed slave trading out of Central Afvien.
tion, among the more stivring events which have been attracting attention at
the more southerly part of the dork continent, has been auite lost slght of,
notwithstanding the fact that it will have an important effect in determining
the destinies of the central part of Africa.
who has some 600 tralned native troops, 160
pounders in
are even more atrongly represented, both In Infantry and urtillery.
viduals whom this expedition are after are the chiefs of MEkwamba, Zarafl

1 are one ar two e
Wha .might ‘easlly
could flll it. THe  pa&t au
monstrated: thatithe ‘ong
“straw" hna be i
Ameriea an
going =0 fa
straw artlel

present working
This expadi-

The Dritlsh forees ave under the
his eommuand. The Portuguese
The indl- | the straw ‘'t
fuvor at ono
pear nexi s

The New Cuban Stamp,

The handsomest of the newly lssued
serles of postage stamps of Cuba |5 the
2 centavostamn,
n picture of
which s here-
with  produced,
The design rep-
Fesenis oo group
J of palm trees,
and experienced
philatellsts  are
of the opinlon
thit It is one of

Great Brtirs Colonil ¢

the most = at-
trnctive stamps
3 yet  Issued  on
the Island. The designs of other de-
nominations in the e lssue are

equally plensing.

An Oddlu Named Town.

The traveler in New Zealand ls often struck by the ridiculousness of the
names which are kiven by the natives to many of their little mushroom
The acecompanying pleture, for Instance, shows an unpretentious -little
ggle along under the very august and Incongruous so-

Just why it was so named no one has ever been abla
ealanders have also a London and g Bristol.

towns,
burg which has to 8
briquet of “Jernsalem.'
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The one man who might be said eire
war is the Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, the dslo
whaose latest and best portralt is hevawith Sh
ways has been an lmperinlist ul‘_-l;t ‘oSt e
Alr. Gladstone's cablinaet” belng the W
fzed him. Kven In the early sixtic )
ber of the Blrmingham Debating sosjet
views very advanced for thioze days) 'g;l'@i:
ham merchant became the colonial tanyy

gotten. Today. it s that imperlalistio areantil
15 the ralson d'etre of the wir against
-wﬂmh"t:uatrgm the 'territorial’ plana
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